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2023: A nautical year in Normandy
With its 370 miles of coastline and its world-famous River Seine, Normandy has a rich and
storied maritime history.
Our three coastal départements of Manche, Calvados and Seine-Maritime boast world-class
facilities and fantastic teams of experienced instructors. On top of this, we’re lucky to have
consistent winds and great conditions for sailing all year round whether it’s a catamaran,
optimist, dinghy, sailing boat or regatta. Inland, the Suisse Normande, Seine Valley and
Regional Natural Parks are the perfect places to try your hand at all manner of water-based
activities.
2023 will be the year to celebrate the region’s nautical heritage in style, with three
international events: Arrival of the 50th Rolex Fastnet Race in Cherbourg, the 30th
Anniversary of the Transat Jacques Vabre in Le Havre, and the Armada in Rouen.
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Unmissable Events for 2023
David Hockney Exhibition - "A Year in Normandie" - Until 23 April 2023
The British artist David Hockney presents « his » Normandy at the Bayeux Tapestry Museum. The original
work, recently presented in the main gallery of the Musée de l’Orangerie in Paris, takes the form of a 90meter-long frieze celebrating the arrival of spring in the Normandy countryside. Painted on an IPad, it was
greatly inspired by the thousand-year-old narrative embroidery. The Bayeux exhibition will bring Hockney’s
frieze and its muse together in an unprecedented face-à-face. bayeuxmuseum.com/en
Set sail for the Armada – Rouen – 8 to 18 June 2023
Come and marvel at the world’s finest tall ships during this festival on the banks of the River Seine in the host
city of Rouen. This key event in the international sailing calendar will bring together visitors from near and far
with thousands of French and foreign sailors. Fifty magnificent tall ships, along with military boats and
submarines from all over the world, will line Rouen’s quaysides for ten days of celebrations, finishing with the
parade along the River Seine, which will see the fine ships head downstream towards the estuary between
Honfleur and Le Havre. The Rouen Armada is the only event of its kind in France. In 2019, around 4 million
spectators were welcomed to Rouen over the 10-day period, and thousands of sailors from across the world
walked the streets of Normandy’s capital city. 2023 promises to be bigger and better than ever before.
armada.org
Arrival of the 50th Rolex Fastnet Race in Cherbourg – 17 to 29 July 2023
For the second time, the city of Cherbourg-en-Cotentin will host the finish of the iconic and successful Rolex
Fastnet Race for the 50th edition of the biennial sailing race. In 2021, a record breaking-sized fleet of 337
boats from 24 nations took part in the sailing contest. A Race Village and many festivities are planned in the
heart of the city to invite sailing enthusiasts to take part in this great ocean festival. Cherbourg-en-Cotentin is
one of France’s most famous channel ports, closely linked to naval history and transatlantic adventures, and
the Cotentin Coast is home to the many prominent water sports events. In September 2022, the city’s ‘Cité
de la Mer’ (sealife centre) was crowned ‘France’s Favourite Monument’. rolexfastnetrace.com
30th Anniversary of the Transat Jacques Vabre, Le Havre – End October/Early November 2023
In its 30 years of existence, the biannual Transat Jacques Vabre has managed to establish itself as the
toughest and longest-running two-handed transat. The original concept is simple: the source of this great
race is a historical route, the coffee route. Le Havre and coffee share the same legend, that of the trade
which saw the best sailors of their time taking on the Atlantic to bring back to Europe the beans used to
extract the precious beverage. The regatta is the ideal opportunity for visitors to discover this famous sailing
competition, for a whole week in the bustling race village, which is traditionally set up around the place where
the boats are moored. The festivities end the day before departure with a huge party and a spectacular
firework display over the basin. transatjacquesvabre.org
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Nautical & Watersport Experiences
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The concept of Norman Experiences is to offer visitors unique and memorable experiences with an impeccable
visitor experience. Normandy is blessed with a beautiful coastline, sun-kissed seascapes, lakes, rivers and
waterways, making it one of the best regions in France to spend time in and on the water. Our region’s an
aquatic playground that seems purpose-built for watersports lovers!
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STAND-UP PADDLE BOARDING IN ETRETAT
With its majestic cliffs, natural arches and the
breathtaking scenery of the Alabaster Coast, Etretat
makes for a magnificent backdrop for your next standup paddle boarding adventure! Floating across the
water amid this stunning setting is fun, relaxing and
rejuvenating.
normandy-tourism.org/stand-up-paddle-adventure-inetretat/

SURF LESSONS IN SIOUVILLE
Nothing beats surfing with friends! Get your first surf
session in Siouville, one of Normandy’s top surf spots.
The local experienced surf instructor will get you up on
your board and confidently catching waves in no time!
normandy-tourism.org/surfing-lessons-in-siouville/

COASTEERING IN THE COTENTIN
Heard of coasteering? Neither had I before this taster
session. Coasteering is an activity that combines
swimming, canyoning and rock climbing along the
coast. My partner and I decided to try for ourselves and
headed off to the Baie d’Ecalgrain on the Cotentin
peninsula.
normandy-tourism.org/coasteering-adventures-incotentin/

KAYAKING AMID ICONIC D-DAY LANDMARKS
Great for watersports and history lovers, this unique
experience combines a great outdoor spectacle and a
deep insight into the history of WWII. The itinerary
includes a trip to the D-Day Museum followed by a sea
kayaking excursion along the Mulberry Harbour’s
famous Phoenix caissons.
normandy-tourism.org/sea-kayaking-dday-landmarks/
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SAILING ON A TALL SHIP IN FECAMP
Ready to set sail on an incredible adventure? With the
click-clack of bobbing boat masts and the squawk of
seagulls, the fishing harbour of Fécamp is the perfect
departure point for a boat trip at sea with professional
sailors to admire the dramatic landscape of the
Alabaster Coast. normandy-tourism.org/sailing-on-atall-ship-in-fecamp/
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PRIVATE BOAT TOUR IN THE MARSHES OF
COTENTIN
Explore the Cotentin and Bessin Marshes Regional
Natural Park from a different perspective. Jump on
board an electric boat where appetizing aperitif platters
are all set up to taste the local delicacies during the
cruise. Boasting pastures, wooded areas and
wetlands, this haven is a true biosphere reserve! In this
oasis of greenery, you will be able to observe an
eclectic mix of wildlife and relax to the sounds of
nature. normandy-tourism.org/private-boat-tour-in-themarshes-of-cotentin/

Explore all the Normandy Experiences available on normandy-tourism.org/the-experiences

New Restaurants
Le Pily, Cherbourg – Opened
For an exceptional experience and in order to be more consistent with nature, the seasons, the work of men
and sometimes even chance, the chef offers you a unique, creative and sea-inspired menu. Let yourself be
carried away by the joy of not knowing, an experience that is both lasting and ephemeral, where we share:
Pleasure, Passion, Respect, combining Simplicity and Humility. trestaurant-le-pily.com
The Presbytere, Heugueville-sur-Sienne – Opened
The Presbytere enjoys a prime location, between the sea and the Normandy bocage, where all the products
arrive raw at the restaurant. At Edward's gastro pub, nothing is lost, everything is cooked: every property of
the food is exploited, thus avoiding unnecessary waste. Many small local producers supply the raw materials,
contributing to the dynamism of the region. thepresbytere.com
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Le Rouf, Rouen – Opening in 2023
1,200 square metres of rooftop space, an unobstructed
view of the Seine, 7 restaurant rooms with their own
atmosphere and culinary style arranged in the manner of a
loft... Le Rouf will be located in the future Hangar 105, in
Rouen. The kitchen will offer grandmotherly dishes and the
cellar will contain 1,000 references of spirits. The cabinet of
curiosities will boast original experiences, such as eating in
the dark. On the impressive terrace, there will be a loggia,
a brasserie, and a tapas and cocktail bar. The patio will
offer an all-you-can-eat buffet with Korean barbecues at
every table. The garden will be dedicated to organic and
vegan food.
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Other Normandy News
Normandy Top 100 Green Destination
Normandy was shortlisted within the “Top 100 stories” for its support to the Normandy Tourist Offices
towards a more sustainable and responsible tourism. Each year, the international “Green Destinations Top
100 Stories” competition collects best practices in sustainable tourism from destinations around the world to
share as inspiring examples for tourism professionals and travellers. This selection establishes Normandy's
position as a sustainable destination. It is a strong marker for French and foreign tourists, who are
guaranteed to discover a region that is committed to the preservation of its environmental, social and
economic resources.
© Coraline et Léo

Bagnoles-de-l'Orne received an award at the international
"Green Destinations Awards"
Huge congrats to the lovely spa town of Bagnoles-de-l'Orne,
which received an award in September at the international
Green Destinations Awards, in recognition of its efforts for its
sustainability, strategy and achievements. This program certifies
and promotes sustainable tourist destinations at the
international level according to environmental, socio-economic
and cultural criteria.
Rouen named "UNESCO City of Gastronomy"
Rouen has been recognised for its outstanding cuisine by UNESCO. It is the first city in France to be
recognised for its creativity in the field of gastronomy. Alongside 48 other cities around the world, Rouen
was awarded the title for its outstanding gastronomy as well as creativity and progress in sustainable
urban development. The creativity of the city of Rouen will now be recognised internationally and
showcases the excellence of Normandy cuisine.
The Cité De La Mer crowned "France's Favourite Monument"
Each year, viewers of the "Monument Préféré des Français" TV programme are asked to vote for their
favourite French monument out of a selection of 14 contenders. The Cité de la Mer proudly represented
Normandy in 2022 and won the title last month! Another good reason to visit this unique and amazing
family-friendly site. The imposing building that houses La Cité de la Mer offers a rich insight in to the city’s
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Barneville-Carteret is the first town to obtain the
"Protection des Océans" label
The town of Barneville-Carteret officially becomes the first
commune in the department to obtain the "Protection des
Océans" label awarded by the Paris-based association
"Protection des Océans". The different practices required to
obtain this label are to install water fountains in the city, limit the
use of single-use plastic in public spaces; support associations
that organise volunteer pick-ups of all litter; develop soft
mobility, buy from local producers for the canteens and adopt
anti-pesticide bylaws. This label is awarded for six years.

© Jerome Houyvet

maritime history. Inaugurated in the 1930s, this listed Art Deco
structure was once the Transatlantic Terminal of Cherbourg,
combining a maritime and railway station. Make sure to visit Le
Redoutable is the only ballistic missile nuclear submarine in the
world that is open to the general public. La Cité de la Mer is a
fantastic place for families with children and it features great
attractions for all ages.

New Hotels

Hyatt Place, Rouen – Opening in 2023
France’s second Hyatt Place hotel will offer 78
guestrooms, meeting spaces for approximately
100 guests, a state-of-the-artgym and a
swimming pool. Hyatt Place Rouen will also
feature a restaurant and the Gallery Market with
grab and go meals and snacks available around
the clock. The hotel will be developed from a
former school building, located close to
businesses, the train station and the historic city
centre. hyatt.com/brands/hyatt-place
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Hotel Saint-Delis, Honfleur – Recently
opened
An exclusive new and discreet place to stay in the
heart of the historic district of Honfleur. The
former residence of the painter Henri de SaintDelis, dating from the 17th century offers nine
elegant and contemporary rooms. Meeting and
events space available. Just steps away, discover
outstanding culinary experiences.
.hotel-saint-delis.fr

La Tour aux Crabes, Dieppe – Recently opened
Overlooking Dieppe Marina and just a few steps away from the largest seafront lawns in Europe, this boutique
hotel boasts 48 rooms, a gastronomic restaurant, a panoramic bar and a spa. www.latourauxcrabes.com
The Ô plum’Art, Giverny – Recently opened
The Ô plum’Art bed & breakfast offers 6 rooms and the opportunity to enjoy a relaxing stay. A property which is
steeped in history. Next door, at Le Jardin des Plumes, the famous Michelin-starred restaurant offers extremely
refined cuisine and inventive dishes. jardindesplumes.fr/en/o-plumart.html
Hangar 105, Rouen - Opening in Spring 2023
Opening of a modern cultural and leisure center on the banks of the River Seine, just a stone's throw away
from Rouen city center. Set over 5 levels, the 105 will boast a trendy 4-star hotel, a rooftop swimming pool, a
spa, 3 bars, a coworking space, an art gallery and several restaurants.
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Youza - La Couture-Boussey - Recently
opened
Youza Ecolodge offers the unique experience
of a reconnection to nature. The lodges
simple architecture blend in with the
environment. With a sustainable approach,
they offer a seasonal and local cuisine. The
cabins have wood stoves and large windows
to observe the outdoors, the perfect spot to
enjoy the forest for nature lovers. youza.fr
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What else is on in 2023 & 2024?
Skypark Normandie Since August 2022,
Skypark has been offering its new attraction: the
Skycube, a glass balcony perched 61m above the
ground. Below your feet and as far as the eye can
see, discover a panoramic view of the Souleuvre
valley. viaducdelasouleuvre.com
Viaduc-Souleuvre © S. Freres

Anniversary of Thérèse de Lisieux - UNESCO
has selected Thérèse of Lisieux to be one of the
anniversaries commemorated by the institution in
2022 and 2023. This is a new recognition for the
"little saint" from Calvados, who died at the age of
24 and is venerated throughout the world. Every
two
years,
Unesco
commemorates
the
anniversary of personalities who have worked in
the fields of "peace, education, science, social
sciences and communication".
www.therese-de-lisieux.catholique.fr/en/
D-Day Landing Museum in Arromanches - From
March 2023, the D-Day Landing Museum in
Arromanches will have a new 1200 m² exhibition
space to help visitors understand the incredible
technological
challenge
of
building
the
prefabricated port, a gigantic project initiated by
Winston Churchill. A recontextualised model
gallery, a new monumental projection on the
functioning of the port. The D-Day Museum is sure
to surprise you! musee-arromanches.fr
80th Anniversary of D-Day and the Battle of
Normandy – 2024
Normandy will forever be marked by the D-Day
Landings and the Battle of Normandy that led to
the liberation of France and Europe. 2024 will
mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day and the Battle
of Normandy, and with it, a momentous occasion
to celebrate peace, liberty, and reconciliation. A
rich and unprecedented programme of events will
be put together to bring the memory of this tragic
period of world history to life, all while
emphasizing the spirit of hope. en.normandietourisme.fr/partners/d-day-festival-normandy/

Longues-sur-Mer Battery - A major structure of
the Atlantic Wall, the Longues-sur-Mer Battery
remains one of the most spectacular sites in the
area of the D-Day landing beaches. Recently
opened, the new building will be inaugurated in
June 2023. The roof of the reception area serves
as a viewpoint from which the remains of the
artificial port of Arromanches can be seen.
Normandy Impressionist Festival – From April
to September 2024
Normandy is the birthplace of Impressionism. The
2024 edition of the Normandy Impressionist
Festival will celebrate the 150th anniversary of the
famed artistic movement. From early April to end
September, this major event will take place across
the whole region, boasting an impressive
programme
of
exhibitions,
performances,
conferences, and open-air events, such as light
shows on monuments, fireworks displays, cruises
on the River Seine and Impressionist tours.
normandie-impressionniste.fr

